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Status 

1)E3 Responsive to communication® filed on 02 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL 2b)B This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-15 and 17 is/are pending in the application. 
4a)Oftheaboveclaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s)_ is/are allowed. 

6) [gj Claim(s) M5aM77 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) ___ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ' ' 

WM The drawing(s) filed on 10 April 2003 is/are: a)|£l accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may hot request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
_ Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152, 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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a)D All b)D Some * c)d None of: 

1. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 • In view of the appeal brief filed on 2/2/04, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY REOPENED. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 

two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1111 (ifthis Office action is non-final) or "a reply under 37 
CFR 1. 1 13 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied by a 
supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 1.131 or 1.132) or 
other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1. 193(b)(2) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

such that the subject matters a ^ whdewou MhZ^, 1 matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
hav.ng ord.nary idil ln SlthlS ™ to a person 

manner in which the invention was made. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 

3- Claims 1,2,4,8, 10,12, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpayable 
over Gelbart (61 86068) in view of Petersen (6085650). 

Referring to claim 1, Gelbart teaches an apparatus for producing printing plates, 
comprising: a frame© arranged as a stand-alone structure external to a printing machine, a 
mounting (5) arranged in said frame; a carrier cylinder (1) having a firs, end and a second end, a 
motor for driving said carrier cylinder (See Column 3, lines 9-10); and an image setting device 
(6) moveable along said carrier cylinder for setting an image on a blank printing p, at e (3) 
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arranged on said carrier cylinder (1), said second end of said carrier cylinder being is freely 
accessible to permit printing plate change on said carrier cylinder. (See Column 2, lines 50-54), 
said mounting and said image sitting device being arranged on an upper surface of said frame 
(See Figure 1). 

Gelbart does not teach said carrier cylinder being cantilever mountable at an image 
setting position on said mounting via said first end of said carrier cylinder. Petersen teaches a 
cylinder being cantilever mountable at an image setting position on a mounting via the first end 
of the cylinder (Column 4, lines 48-51; SeeFigure3). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the mounting of the carrier 
cylinder of Gelbart such that it is cantilever mountable in order to provide a simple stand design 
while preserving format variability and providing easy access to the cylinders as taught by 
Petersen. 

Referring to claim 2, Gelbart teaches all that is claimed as discussed above except the 
apparatus wherein said mounting includes a carrying tube fixed in said frame and a spindle 
mounted in said carrying tube, said spindle being connected to said carrier cylinder and said 
motor being arranged in said carrying tube and having a drive connection to said spindle. 
Petersen teaches a carrying tube fixed in said frame and a spindle mounted in said carrying tube, 
said spindle being connected to said carrier cylinder and said motor being arranged in said 
carrying tube and having a drive connection to said spindle (Column 3, lines 4-8.) It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Gelbart such that it includes a carrying tube fixed in said frame and a spindle mounted in said 
carrying tube, said spindle being connected to said carrier cylinder and said motor being 
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arranged in said carrying tube and having a drive connection to said spindle to provide a compact 
drive for the cylinders as taught by Petersen. 

Referring to claim 4, Gelbert teaches the apparatus, wherein said carrier cylinder (1) is 
operatively arranged for receiving a sleeve-like printing plate (3) that can be clamped onto said 
carrier cylinder, said carrier cylinder having holes arranged in a cover thereof for blowing 
compressed air against a printing plate inner wall incident printing plate change (See Column 2, 
lines 63-66). 

Referring to claim 8, Gelbert teaches an intermediate sleeve (See intermediate layer on 

(3)). 

Referring to claim 10, Gelbert teaches the apparatus, wherein said carrier cylinder is 
operative for receiving one of an offset printing plate, a letterpress printing plate, a flexographic 
printing plate, and a gravure printing plate. (See Column 1, lines 10-13). 

Referring to claim 12, Gelbert teaches the apparatus, further comprising a crossmember 
(See Figure 1, (7)), arranged in said frame parallel to an axis of rotation of said carrier cylinder, 
said image setting device being moveable on said crossmember. 

Referring to claim 1 7, Gelbert teaches the apparatus wherein said upper surface of said 
frame is a planar surface (See Figure 1). 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable Gelbert in view of 
Petersen and in further view of Kersch et al (6,186,065). Gelbert and Petersen teach all that is 
claimed above, except Gelbert does not teach a said motor fixed in said frame and said carrier 
includes a journal. Petersen teaches a said motor fixed in said frame and said carrier includes a . 
journal (See Column 4, lines 12-15). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to additionally modify Gelbert by including a motor 
fixed in the frame and a carrier including a journal as taught by Petersen to provide an efficient 

drive. 

Gelbert and Petersen teach all that is claimed above, except they do not teach the 
apparatus further comprising an external flexible belt drive connecting said motor to the journal. 
Kersch teaches an external flexible belt drive (See Column 3, line 65 - Column 4, line 4)). It 
wouid have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the drive as taugh, by Petersen with an external flexible belt drive as Caimed to 
aid in driving the cylinder as taught by Kersch. 

5. Claim5isrejecte< l under.3SU.S.C.103(a)asbei„g„„pa,e„,ab,eovcrGelber,i„viewof 
Petersen (6085650) and further in view of Vermeersch (6030750). 

Referring ,o claim 5, Getter, and Petersen together teach all that is claimed as discussed 
in the above rejections except for the carrier cylinder including a clamping device for clamping a 
Printing plate onto said carrier cylinder. Vermeersch teaches the carrier cylinder (50) including a 
clamping device (See Column 9, lines 9-, ,) for Camping a printing p , ate (55) o„, 0 ^ carrier 
cylinder. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art a, the time the 
invention was made ,„ fcrther modify Gelber, such tha, the earner cy.inder includes a Camping 
device for clamping a printing plate onto said carrier cylinder ,„ provide a stable and suitable 
connection as taught by Vermeersch. 

«■ Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. !03(a) as being unpatentable over Gelber, in view of 
Petersen (6085650) in view of Vermeersch (6030750) and further in view of Fantoni (5,88027). 
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Referring to Cairn 7, Gelber,, Pe terse „ and Verme e r sch .each al. ,ha. is claimed except 
■hey do no. .each .ha. ,h= carrier cylinder is one of plura, cylinders of different diameters which 
are mountable a. an image setting position. Fantoni teaches that the cylinder (5) can vary in 
diameter. It wouid have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art a, the time .he 
invention was made to modify .he references by including cylinders with multiple diameters in 
order to provide a printing device ,ha, can prim on any size cylinders as taught by Fantoni. 

7. Claim 6 and 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpa.enti.ble over Gelbert in 
view of Petersen (6085650) and further in view of Fantoni (5 1 88027). 

Referring to claim 6, Gelbert and Petersen .each all that is claimed except they do not 
teach .ha. .he carrier cylinder is one of plural cylinders of different diameters which are 
mountable a. an image setting position. Fantoni teaches that the cylinder (5) can vary in 
diameter. I, would have been obvious «„ one having ordinary skill in ,he art a, ,he time ,he 
invention was made to modify Gelber, and Petersen by including cylinders wi.h mu„ip,e 
diameters in order ,o provide a printing device , ha. can prim on any size cylinders as .augh, by 
Fantoni. 

Referring io claim 9, Gelbert and Petersen .each all .ha. is ciaimed except they do not 
teach ,h„ the carrier cylinder is.operative for seiectively receiving priming plates of different 
diameters. Fantoni teaches ,ha, ,he cylinder is operative for seiectively receiving printing plates 
of differem diameters (See Column 2, lines „ would have been obvious .o one having 
ordinary ski,, in t „e art a, ,he time ,he invention was made .o modify Gelber. and Petersen such 
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that the carrier cylinder can receive plates of different diameters in order to afford imaging on 
multiple size plates as taught by Fantoni. 

8. Claims 1 . and 13-15 are rejected under 35 rj.&c , 0 3(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gelbert in view of Petersen (6085650) and forther in view of Fleischmann (6070528). 

Referring to claim 1 1, Gelber, and Petersen teach ali that is claimed as discussed in the 
above rejections but they do no, teach wherein a surface of said carrier cylinder comprises said 
gravure printing plate. Fleischmann teaches use ofagravure printing p ,a,e (1 ); Itwouldhave 
been obvious to one having ordinary ski,, in the ar, a. the time the invention was made to modify 
Gelbert and Petersen by including a gravure printing p | a ,e as claimed ,o allow gravure printing 
such that printing elements are more deeply in.aid than the printing form surface as taught by 
Fleischmann. 

Referring to claim 13, Gelber, and Petersen teach all that is claimed as discussed in the 
above rejections excep, ,hey do no, teach an erasing device settab.e against the carrier cylinder. 
Fleischmann teaches an erasing device settable against the carrier cylinder (See Figure ID). „ 
wou,d have been obvious to one having ordinary skin i„ , he ar, a, ,he time ,he inven.ion was 
made ,o modify Gelber, and Petersen by including an erasing device as claimed ,o allow reuse of 

the gravure form as taught by Fleischmann. 

Referring ,„ claim 14, Gelber, and Petersen .each all ,ha, is claimed, as discussed in the 

above rejects, excep, ,hey do no, teach a fixing device settable against said earner cylinder. 

Fleischmann teaches a fixing device settable against the carrier cylinder (Column 2, lines 43-46). 

I. would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the ar, a, ,he time ,he invention was 
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made to modify Gelbert and Petersen by inc.uding a fixing device as claimed to aid in the 
accuracy of the image position as taught by Fleischmann. 

Referring to claim 15, Gelbert and Petersen teach all that is claimed, as discussed in the 
above rejections, except they do not teach a layer applicator device settable against carrier 
cylinder. Fleischmann teaches a layer applicator device settable against the carrier cylinder (See. 
Figure 1 A) ; It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Gelbert and Petersen by inc.uding a layer applicator device as 
claimed to fill depressions evenly as taught by Fleischmann. 

Response to Arguments 
9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 and 17 have been considered but are 
™o, in view ofthe new ground(s) objection. Referring to claim l.Oelbertteaches a stand- 
alone apparatus for producing printing plates and Petersen teaches a carrier cylinder cantilever 
mountable a, an image setting position. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the ar, a. the time the invention was made to modify the mounting of the carrier cylinder of 
Gelbart such that it is cantilever mountable in order to provide a simple stand design while 
preserving forma, variability and providing easy access to the cylinders as taught by Petersen. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrea H. Evans whose telephone number is (571) 272-2162. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday; 8:30a-5:30p. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Andrea H. Evans 

AHE ' 


ANDREW H. HIRSHFI 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 



